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To the e Right Worſhipful | 
THOMAS OXNARD, Ely, | 


Provincial Grand Maſter, 


Of NORTH-AMERICA; 


Mr. HUGH Me DANIEL, 
Deputy Grand Maſter; _ 
Mr. ar rn} HALLOWELL, 

 FOCAHN BU A, 
Grand Wardens ; 
And Orazzs the Worſhipful 
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But the Apoſtle in my text diſplays the ls of 


brotherly. loxe, from a far more noble principle than tat 
op even from the menten of 8 gifs 


| \ For 90 7 ihe 


him and us randid b our nature and condition es of 
attaining. Our obligations then of reſembling God in 
this favourite attribute, ſhould be incentives to our moſt 
earneſt endeavours thereafter, ſhould invigorate our love 


and charity by that irreſiſtible influence his example ſhould 
| have over us, both in the Equit 


of _ Shu in order WE Ly ray deſign i is 
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tue, from thoſe particular inſtances, wherein the love of 
Chriſt to Mankind, may, and ought to be imitated by us. 
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Firſt, To enforce the gad of this communicative 
virtue, we muſt obſerve that our bleſſed Saviour's love 
towards mankind was open, generous, and free; not the 
effect of any former engagement; no, nor commenced 
upon proſpect of any future advantage from the object of 
that love; for, herein was love manifeſted, not that we 
loved Cod, But that be loved us, and ſent bis Son to be 
the propitiation for our fins.” The meaning whereof is 
this; that all the marvellous methods of Grace, all the 
great things done and ſuffered for us, by our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, were not in requital of 


any merit or deſert in us; but the motions of meer mer- 
1 — deſerved compaltion. 


23 0 *. 


155 happineſs could ſuffer no Anita by our miſe- 
17 nor receive any addition from our rectitude. Can a 
man be profitable unto God, as be that is wiſe may be pro- 
fitable unto" bimſelf ? Is it any pleaſure to the Almighty, 
that thou art righteous ? or is it gain to him, that thou” 
makeſt thy ways perfef# ? No, but ſtupendous T00d- 
neſs! when we had deſerved the ſevereſt-of: his ven- 
geance, he rather choſe to have his merey lor 
our reſcue; than his juſtice ſignalized in our deſtruction. 
And for this choice what reaſon can be aſſigned: Pl Hap 
his nn exceeding goodneſs, and the incomprehenſible 
greatneſs of his love Þ He would! beighacious: toobotn-by 
would be gracious ; and would fſhew mercy on whom he 
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he neither ſordid nor mercenary, but free and unconſined 


hk yet at the 


but then as Brothers joined in Society, if. any. diſtinction 
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* 


would ſhew mercy. * And mercy 3 oyer a; | 
ment, not becauſe it was better for him, but becauſe it 
was more profitable for us. | 


This was the nature of the affection itſelf, and lm 
we are to obſerve what an enſample our Lord hath ſet 


before us; for, if God ſa loved us, we ought alſo to love 


one another. © Moreover, if a man ſay, I love God, and 
baterh his brother, be is a liar; for. be that loveth nat 
bis brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God 


5 whom be hath not Seen ? * Thus is cloſe reaſoning, and 


claimeth the attention of all men; hut mace. © lly 
? Us, who gala me oy Authas 4 the Peer 
oj, enn Society. IT” 


The love and eſteem we entertain fr each jo iy ” 


as the open and ambient air. Me muſk, de good. unto all | 
ame time we are obliged e/pecia/ly. to 

conſider and have a due regard 0 them, who are F the 
houſe-bold of faith. Our benevolence.as Men and Chriſ- 
ans ſhould be univerſal, ſhewing no reſpect of perſons 3 


can be made, without prejudice to other men, we ought, 
to be as favourable and beneficent as may be, to thoſe of 
our own fraternity. Nox, that what J have offered may 
not appear with any air of inponſiſtency, in regard toRe· 

gion eee 1 wann leave to. and _—_— 


f 
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that it is not only a rule altoft without exception, ene- 
rally practiſed by all men; but even e and 
warranted by, and from our Saviour's own example, 
whoſe love was equally extended to the benefit of every 
on of is Apoſtles or Diſciples; yet he gave more diſ- 
tinguiſhing marks of his affection to the Evangelift St. 
Jobn, whoſe anniverſary we this day commemorate, than 
to any other: The diſciple whom Feſus loved occurrin 
no leſs than five ſeveral times i in the ſacred | pages, to diſ- 
engen him from che other Diſciples. 


„ Ouv'love- ſhould terminate entirely in che party 168 
won it is born, without any, the leaſt view or proſpect 
of returning'to our own future profit ; ; for ſuch ſeeming 
love upon the minuteſt examination will prove a meer ficti - 
on, an empty ſound, an'enſnaring diſguiſe ; becauſe, with 

Prete ces ſoeyer it may be varniſhed, SELF, DEAR 
IVY a i only at the bottom. Do not even the publicaut 
* ſame This is driving a trade, or rather pu putting 

dd offices clandeſtinely out to intereſt; which is in 
reality; not only the moſt ungenerous, but the moſt 
dangerous traffick"in'the world, as impoſing upon man- 
kind in the moſt tender point. This abaſes the nobleſt 
and braveſt e Proſtitutes and profanes the facred 
eee _ 1 ip, cauſing a well-ground- 
6d ſuſpicion, thit this nartow pfinciple, as Ptedominant | 
in our ſelves, is the maſter-ſpring of other men's actions; 
fo chat conſequently there are no ſuch principles, as cru 
generoſity; diſintereſted fflendfhip, or chriſtian good- | 
none, . the ken of men. 
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Having thus far enforced the Practice of + this © commu- | 
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amg, from the copligerntgn of his goodnels to us. 
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Hie is bountiful and be po the eſſential 8 
of his own nature, and becauſe it is his moſt glorious at- 
tribute ſo to be. And as he is, beyond the utmoſt ſtretch 
of expectation liberal and munificent, tho no additional 
Happineſs can accrue to him, from the poor impotent 
creatures that baſk in the ſunſhine. of his favours : ſo we, 
influenced by the force of ſo great an example, or inci- 
ted by ſome inherent principle of chriſtian perfection, 
mould not ſit down firſt, and compute what, account, er 
good intentions, kind offices, or mur and labour 
Proccedeth of Love to our indigent brothers, will turn 
4 to: but heedfully obſerve and purſue, thoſe excellent 
|} rules of Generous compaſſion. preſcribed, by our Great 
latter, and bis Apoſtles, ,, As. Chriſt having: et his 
Ri 0200, loved them unto the end; not with 
of paſſion, but with a love unfeigned, ng — that 
muerhauſtible ſpring of goodneſs, which was eyer-flow= 
ing, ever diffuſing itfelf, upon all Who ſought, or recti- 


5 . ved its communications ; ſo ſhould it be our - conſt: 
. endeavours to raiſe our affections to the conſtancy pac 
ww F the ſincerity and extent. of lis ng As 
1 1 Explains it, not * word n, hut 3 in deed. 250 
4 Res 3 T M1. { 5 85 15 Ly 3773 84 ih, 118 Net LISLE TA e 
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in truth n. Not growing hot or cold in our inclinations, 
according to the ebbings and flowings of uncertain for- 
tune; but proceeding upon the ſteady principles of Rea- 
ſon and Religion. Such as are always fixed and conſiſ- | 
tent with themſelves, and if purſued as they ought to | 
be, will not fail to make us increaſe, and to abound in 
love one towards another, » as in mn BOY 0 
"— 2 nh nen. h Mer 1c [9210 
Chriſtianity i in thi W 0 for 1 now enter not up 
the melancholly diviſions ſo rife among us) never cir- | 
cumſcribes our benevolence within the narrow confines of 
Nature, Fortune, Profit, or Ferſonal Obligation. What 
I would advance is this: That we reſtrain not our love 
to our next neighbour only, this being meerly a point of 
— to our acquaintance ſolely, this being | 
dhe effect of-inclination purely-torgratify curſelves—We! | 
are not to careſs our friends only, becauſe gratitude and 
| 


** Juſtice require even that at our hands Nor Feli 
thoſe eſpecially from whom we expect to-receive' benefit 
bor this intereſt and policy wi prompt tis &=— Nor. or 
relations only; for this the ties of blood and mieer nature 
dictate Nor is our love and charity limited to them 
particularly who are of the ſame Church or or Opinion 
op = pad very 'fame'reaſon' that wWe are indu- 
to believe ourſelves/in the right they may imagine 
themſelves ſo too; and vx ny -— 5 
perfection among ourſelves, they may condemn AS, 2 
blemiſn. Be it fo then e that in ſome points or N 
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in the circumſtantials of Religion. Upon which account 


ke hach inkebly led me. 


Www J7- 


modes of worſhip we may differ or diſſent from each o- 


ther: yet ſtill the LODGE reconciles even theſe There 
we all meet amicably, and converſe ſociably together 


There we harmonize in principals, though we vary in 
punctilioes — There we join in converſation and inter- 


mingle intereſts. Fhere we diſcover. no eſtrangement 


of behaviour, nor alienation of affection — We ſerve: 
one another moſt readily in all the kind Offices of & 


cordial Friendſhip. Thus are we united, tho? diſtin- 


guiſhed : united in the ſame Grand Chriſtian Fundamen- 
tals, tho* diſtinguiſned by ſome circumſtantials : united 
in one important band of Brotheriy Love, tho Cl” 
80 iſhed by ſome Per uliaritia of ſentiment." 


* reedom of Opinion thus indulged, but its aint 
never diſcuſſed, is the happy influence under which the 
unity of this truly Ancient and Honourable' Society has 
been preſerved, from time immemorial. And whoever: 
is an Upright Maſon, can neither be an Atheiſt; Deiſt, 
or Labertine.. For he is under the ſtricteſt bligation 
bes good man, a true arütian, and to act with honour: 
and honeſty, however diſtinguiſhed by different opinions: 


MASONR is become the Center of Union, and the - 


means of. conciliating friendſhip among men that might 


have otherwiſe remained at perpetual diſtance; cauſing 
them to love as Brethren, as Heirs of the ſame hope; Par- 
of the ſame promiſes, Children of 1 


and Candidates for the —_— A 1 801 40 
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The neceſſity of our following Chriſt's example, par- 
ticularly | in our love to each other: flows from the con- 
ſideration of his goodneſs to us: in putting on bowels 


of Charity for the moſt miſerable, the moſt def picable, 


the moſt negligent, the moſt miſtaken, the moſt obſtinate, 
the worſt of men, the moſt implacable of enemies, nay, 
the moſt revengeful, that even thirſted after his blood— 
In all this Chriſt is our pattern, He died, and in the inex- 
ors agonies of a moſt painful and ignominious death, 
ayed for thoſe inexorable perfons, who were Ac- 
tors, * Cauſes, of this moſt tragic ſcene, And there- 
fore from this. illuſtrious example does the Apoſtle urge 
us, and moreover our own very Conſtitution teaches us, 
that all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil-ſpeaking be put away from us, with. all malice, 
And that we be kind one to another. * We ourſelves 
( beſides. theſe apoſtolic reren, * bong unte be 
g io An one Nets, rig notes uct! 


* 


2 5 now ; gane 88 we two propalade . "of 


diſcourſe, tho' not fo fully as L might, as being willing to 
reſerve the more uſeful, reflections on the preſent Occa- 


ſion Which I beg leave particularly to Addreſs to you,, 


my Right Nonſpigful Bxotarss,. at whoſe: - requeſt 1 
now ſtand here, and which I therefore * will * 
the more acceptable., e an axon Jab 
We read that when; 7 Feria. e againſt St. Pau, 
the ef accuſation. whereon he founded: his Plea, 
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was, bis being ringleader of the ſe? of the Nauen — 
and this ſect ( ſaid the Jews ) we know that every where 
it is ſpoken againſt . And wherefore was this ſect fo 
ſpoken againſt ? Was it from any evil they knew of its 
profeſſors ? Or from meer icnorance or blind prejudice? 
We find nothing of the former, but undoubted proof 
of the latter. And this I take io' be pretty much our 
caſe, in reſpe& to Maſonry — as flowing from the ſame 
corrupted principles. I have had the Honour of being 
a' member of this Ancient and Honourable Socizrx 
many Years,” have fuſtained many of its offices, and can, 
and do aver, in this ſacred place, and before the Grand 
ArcnrTect of the World, that I never could obſerve 
ought therein, but what was juſtifiable and commendable 
according to the ſtricteſt rules of Society. This being 
founded on the rules of the Goſpel, the doing the Will. 
of God; and the ſubduing our paſſions, and highly con- 
ducing to every ſacred and ſocial virtue. But not to 
inſiſt on my own. experiences, the very Antiquity of 
our” "Conſtitution ";furmſhes a "ſufficient * argument to 
confute all gainſayers. | For no combination of wicked 
men, for a wicked purpoſe, | ever laſted long. The 
want of v virtue, on which mutual truſt and confidence 
is founded, ſoon divides" and breaks tem to 0 pieces. 
Nor would men of unqueſtionable wiſdom, known in- 
tegrity, ſtrict honour, undoubted veracity, and good 
ſenſe ( tho? they wight be trapand into a fooliſh or ridi- 
culous ſociety, which et RI to nothing \ valu able). 
cer continue it, ( as "all te world may ſee they have” 


——— IST 


— 99ae _ n — — 

„ e eo oem te Wo HI ©, Hee > Kee I N nies, 3 ; 1 
FE LE c * a 4 08-4 rs 7 2 1 . C27 9 SI, FRM > 4 8 ] 
— — — ee eee 75 © — — 5 


* 2 
* 8 OY ad 0 E. 
he, 
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done; and nb do ) or contribute er ee 
propagating it to pot 2 


fs to 1 eons that have wi raked. . 
this ſociety, they are as ridiculous as they are ground: 
leſs; . For what can diſcover more . egregious folly 
in any may, than to attempt to vilifie what he knows 
nothing of? At that rate, he may with equal juſtice 
abuſe. or calumniate any thing | elſe that he is unacquain- 
ted with — But there are ſome, peculiar cuſtoms among 
us; ſurely theſe can be liable to no cenſure, hath not 
every Society ſome peculiarities, which are not to be re- 
vealed. to men of different communities? Fi: But ſome a- 
| Mong us behave not; ſo well as might be expe : We. 
fear this is to0 true, and are heart y tory, or it, let us 
5 re 7 try to 3 8 but even this ob- 


1 


1 4A 


ectio 9 Weg the 3 it may | 15 x inferred TR 
4 of reaſon, that the miſconduct of a hriftian, 1 ts an 


argument againſt chriſtanty. But this is a concluſion 


which I preſfi Phd no man will allow, and yet it is n 
more than he mult, ſubſcribe. . who is' 16 unrea- 
ref | iſt on the, othe. 7? 19% £12630 eee "ugh 
. n * FLO] Fit 4115 0% Fac pow oo ane 512 33 57 wv, 13 
e 1 #3 20 CO! Vie 10 4 mf * ner PL 5 | or 7 
vs pon "the whole then, i ape wre Gu Rade of 
ait Jockey fave a dire tendency to render Comwerfaon 


agreable, as well as innocent + and ſo to influence” Our 
practice, as to be uſeful to Gtlivrs, and profratle to ur 
ſelves 3 for to continue in Amity, and maintain a fair 
correſpondence, cally ta all offices 
of humanity, and to act upon mutual terms of Benevo- 
N ns which are the CharaRteriſticks of e 
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likewiſe. the Cement af this Sccietyo — 
is to aſſiſt, Comfort, and Reliern the ꝓppreſſed, I uri 
not now obſerve. Nor is it leſs obvious, how pleaſant it 
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